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Efni: Mat 4 umhverfisghrifum - kalkporunganam i Isafjardardjipi. Tillaga ad matsazetlun.
Umsogn

Visad er til bréfs VSO Radgjafar dags. 15. maf sl. par sem 6skad er umsagnar Umhverfisstofnunar um
ofangreinda tillogu ad matsaztlun.

R4dgert er ad taka drlega allt ad 120.000 m? A tveimur svedum annars vegar vid Adey og hins vegar
vid Kaldalén. Samanlagt flatarmal pessara svada er um 936 ha. Ekki kemur fram { tillogunni hversu
lengi efnistakan muni standa, en bent er 4 ad leyfi til hagnytingar efna 4 hafsbotni hafa verid gefin Ur
til allt ad 30 4ra i senn.

Umhverfisstofnun vill vekja athygli 4 pvi ad samkvemt skyrslum OSPAR hefur efnistaka stérskadad
kalkporunga vid strendur Frakklands og vid Bretlandseyjar. Pvi er af auknum punga leitad eftir leyfum
til kalkpoérungandms vi0 Island. Umhverfisstofnun telur brynt ad stjérnvold marki stefnu varGandi
verndun og nytingu kalkpdrunga. 1 skyrslu OSPAR Assessment of maerl beds in the OSPAR area segir
m.a. 4 bls. 2: , Maerl beds were one of a number of habitats on the OSPAR Initial List in 2004. Under
Annex V of OSPAR, free-living red calcareous algae collectively known as maerl are listed as thretened
species.

Efnistaka hefur 4 nokkrum stodum gengid pad nerri kalkporungabreidum ad efnistaka hefur verid
bonnud sbr.: ,, Extrtaction of living fossil deposits has depleted beds in the Fal estuary in England where
maérl extraction was banned in 2005. “ Background Document for Magérl beds. OSPAR 2010.
Umbhverfisstofnun vill benda 4 ad ekki er unnt ad nota sdmu sterdarvidmid vid efnistoku i
kalkporungabreidum vegna bess ad dhrifa efnistokunnar mun geeta vidar en 4 sjélfu efnistokusvadinu
og parf pvi ad mati Umhverfisstofnunar ad horfa til vistfradilegra dhrifa kalkpSrunganamsins.: ,, There
is no doubt that many human activities can and do damage maerl beds. Commercial dredging of maerl
deposits is particularly destructive since this removes the productive surface layer and dumps sediment
on any plant which escape dredging, inhibiting habitat recovery. “ (Assessment of maerl beds, bls. 23)
Umbhverfisstofnun telur ad gera purfi grein fyrir 4 hversu stéru svadi kalporungar gatu spillst vegna
efnistoku 4 allt ad 120.000 m? af kalkpérungum.

Einnig telur stofnunin ad gera eigi itarlega grein fyrir verndargildi kalkpdrunga I pessu sambandi m4
benda 4 eftirfarandi par sem fram kemur ad kalkporungar veita mikilvega vistkerfabjonustu og studla
ad lifredilegum fiolbreytileika.: ,, The conservation of maerl beds is inceasingly recognised, not only
because of their longevity an high biodiversity, but also due to potential benefits for commercial
fisheries. Maerl beds can harbour high densities of broodstock bivalves and act as nursery areas for
the juvenile stages of commercial species such as cod. “Assessment of maerl beds, bls. 4.
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Umhverfisstofun vill benda 4 ad Island er adili ad samningi um verndun hafrymis Nordaustur-
Atlantshafsins (OSPAR). Samningurinn 4 ad tryggja a0 ekki verdi gengid 4 liffeedilega fjolbreytni og
pess geett ad framkvemdir valdi ekki mengun sjévar.

Umhverfisstofnun vill itreka ad samkvaemt gognum frd OSPAR teljast kalporungar & pvi svedi sem
samningurinn ner til { hattu og er efnistaka talin helsta 6gnin sem ad peim stedjar.

Ad mati Umhverfisstofnunar er { tillogu ad matséetlun ekki gerd nzgjanlega god grein fyrir hversu
vidtaek ahrif umraedd efnistaka getur haft { [j6si pess hversu vidkvemt vistkerfi hér er um ad reda. bvi
et { matsskyrslu ad gera grein fyrir peim atridum sem talin eru upp hér ad framan,
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